
September 14, L984

TO:

FROM:

RE:

File

Thomas N. Tetting, Geologr",r{-

@ Status of Robert Barnesr Poor Boy
Grand

County, Utah

0n August 22, 1984, Tom Tetting and Jim Smith from the
Division visited the site of Robert Barnesr Poor Boy Claims-
placer operation on the Col-orado River. At approximately 11:50
a.m., the operator of a front-end loader was observed working
on site. There was evidence of material- recently rrmucked-outrl
of settring ponds which was laid out to dry adjacent to both of
the newly built water impoundments. Several new cuts were
photographed along with the current assortment of equipment
used in the gold extraction process. Joe HilI, the equipment
operatorr was questioned about the operation and indicated that
Mr. Barnes was his employer and was home if we wanted to talkto him.

Mr. Barnes received Jim Smith and Tom Tetting lnto his
home about three miles north of the operation at I2IVO p,m., to
discuss the situation. The March 22, L984 Board Order andpossible surety arrangements u/ere arso discussed. Mr. Barnes
acknowLedged that rf testingrf was again occurring on the Poor Boy
claims under his direction for a limited time. He did not feel
he rt,as in vioLation of the March Board 0rder. contemporaneous
recl-amation, i. e. , regrading of previous excavations r4,as
pointed out as still being lacking from the site and Division
representatives suggested that he was not in compliance with
the Board Order or the Mined Land Reclamation Act. Mr. Barnes
had not begun the process of developing a mining and
recl-amation plan at the time of the visit. He spoke of putting
his property up for collateral and he was told that the
proposal would be considered when it vras submitted in writing.

Mr. Barnesf last prior communication with the Division
came as a phone call to Tom Tetting on May 2I, 1984, during
which he provided information requested on his May 18 vislt to
the Divisionfs offices. At that time, he obtained a copy of
the Boardrs Order and notified Mr. Tetting that he would be
starting operations el-sewhere. He v{as cautioned to submit a
written notice. Jim Smith became aware of the action on
Tuesday, May 22, L984.
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A letter received on August 29, 1984 explained Mr.
Barnesr intention to place his property up as surety to the
State. It also explained his current actions on the Poor Boy
Claims. The information has been evaluated by Pam Grubaugh-
Littig in her memo of September 5, 1984 to Jim Smith and found
to be insufficient to meet the standards for surety
axtangements.

It is my opinion that this matter should be discussed
further with the Division management in order to resolve the
problem and set a course of action.

btb
cc: Dianne Nielson

Ron Daniels
Jim Smith
Wayne Hedberg

89860-4t & 44
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